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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Internatio 

PCT/JP2003/012408 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



□ 



_ , as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



pages 



filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



| ~] the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

m9 filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2, With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language __ which is: 

I | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

| | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I | contained in the international application in written form. 

j 1 filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

1 I the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

I | the drawings, sheets/fig 



I — I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
' — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70 JO 
and70J7). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



2,3,5-10 



1,4,11,12 



1-12 



1-12 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 



)ocument 1 : JP 2001-187734 A (Taisho Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd.) July 10 2001 

Document 2: JP 9-143088 A (Taisho Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd.) June 3, 1997 

Document 3: JP 54-122737 A (Daiichi Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd.) September 22 1979 

IDocument 4: JP 54-126737 A (Daiichi Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd.) October 2, 1979 

|<Claims 1, 11 and 12> 

Based on the description in documents 1-4 cited in the international search report, the inventions of 
claims 1,11 and 12 lack novelty and an inventive step. 

Document 1 describes a tablet preparation in which granules and tablets are formed that contain 
pantethine, crystalline cellulose and light silicic anhydride (especially, Example 3). 
■ Document 2 describes a tablet preparation in which a granulated product and tablets are formed 
at contain crystalline cellulose and silicic anhydride (Par. No. 0010), and it states that pantethine 
|mayalsobemcluded(Par.No.0006). 

J Document 3 describes a powdered product to treat parodontosis that contains pantethine 
crystalline cellulose, and light silicic anhydride, and it states that this powdered product may be 
produced as a tablet or other dosage form (claims, page 2, line 1 from the bottom of me upper left 
jcolumn to lme 1 of the upper right column). 

' Document 4 describes a powdered product for prevention of thrombi that contains pantethine, 
crystalline cellulose, and light silicic anhydride, and it states that this powdered product may be 
produced as a tablet or other dosage form as desired (claims, page 2, lower left column, lines 4 to 7) 

Because the expression "substantially" is used in claim 1, the preparations described in documents 
1-4 cannot be clearly distinguished from the preparations of claims 1, 1 1 and 12 

Moreover, persons skilled in the art can easily change the dosage forms of the inventions described 
in documents 1-4 to another conventional solid dosage form other than tablets. 

|<Claim 4> 

Based on the description in document 1 cited in the international search report, the invention of 
(claim 4 lacks novelty and an inventive step. 

Document 1 describes granules that contain 50 g of pantethine, 40 g of crystalline cellulose, and 
k? of ^J.^^y^de (Example 3). Thus, the combined weight of the light silicic anhydride and 
the crystalline cellulose ts 0.9 parts by weight with respect to 1.0 part by weight of pantethine 

Persons skilled m the art can easily establish an optimal range empirically for the weight ratio of 
ie various constituents. & 
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